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@w Experienc
agetoNewOrleans ~ A

~Construction nch~ l@damincident ~Seco
change of cr t. Loui outhbound ~Making a0 acquaintance ~ Arriving
at New s~1n the s, circa 1831 ~17

Or1§ e~ Elijah ~ Pontchartrain
Railroad of t ~The final depa b
Exactly one yeag_; the Lincoln arted for Ilinoyglues m
Mar 1831 anks and Ab, Lincoln set off eet Wi
D pringfield to tak rge of their alre aded
to New Orlean e melting of t nter’s
the roads impas so the men “purﬁss dal a-

home, “and ¢ n thm‘nga—
rked the very be g of the@@ngest

singlgiourney in Abraham Lincoln’s life. o
# %ﬁg downstream, en stopped at Judf Ferry e ring- ~
'\ fiel% eet their third ¢ ember, John D on, t lked into m

i coln yeafSigter, “This is

to track down thei
¢ t@ne and the manpger of [my] first entra to Sa@ton County,”
\ ¢re he would later &e his home, fam d cagger.!
They found Ofwa 1 right—at the orn avorite Spring-
o ield watering h: rly negligent of his end of the bargain. Offutt had
O &4, " cargo for New %s, and every inﬁgn of bg the men to gui
b it there. He ju got to arrange tboat.? retful and probab

embarrassed, tt negotiated on t ot to the threesome t
dollars per to build a ﬂatlﬁom sc . The unexpected Wi

r. § plication wreaked havoc on theifgringti ns, throwing offgevery-

thing by eeks. But it was p wo it got them away the

family. took the deal.
A r so later, Lincb anbs O]ohnston depa or a site

aham Lincoln, “Aut@phy *nfor John L. Scripps,” 1860, in The

C Works ofA[zm/)aM , ed. Roy P. Basler (New Brunswi : Rutgers Uni-
%f Press, 1953), 4:63.

-Ever respectful of %‘iend, described Offutt’s gegligence in this man-

er: “[ We] found Offutt at Springfi uttiearned from him @e had failed in get-

ng a boat at Beardstown.” Lincolfl; biography,” June 18 Collected Works, 4:63.
See also interview of John Hanks by William H. Herndon, 1866, in ed. Douglas

L. Wilson and Rodney O. Davis, Herndon’s Informants: Let, terviews, and Statements
About Abraham Lincoln (Urbana and Chicago: University ois Press, 1998), 456.
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four miles north of gfiilcmqe confluence of &ging Creek and the

Sangamon River.
est “with innu

th

rapher’s

’ w
countr)Qn' adwell’s steam—@ up- m
ort called Sang ow‘
k the men arounj# weN
rk progressed—ml ically,

ome nights wi

? /
O Q~ nearby sawmill

right sawmill in

Tim ing
star e ﬁﬁ .
1—L n took time to vigi
a hi@e, as well as tho anks and John

in the office nstable in the

11 «
thoum

elated to the ﬂat@ this petition rg

viving Lincoln-signed document®ating around the i o
#trip. he took the time ggasign the petition, fgg hi ~
'~ Ha d Johnston, reﬂeﬁs exceptionalit}é : .
i ut 7 miles m

ey cut t

=}

y

e settled at the amo Town constr:
o'®pringfield” and a

n@west of the City

¢ the timber—cut&site,5 the threes cted
\ t 90 feet from t er” and “Camg Cam
o wver—done our o@ooking—mendin washi

members of thegfCarma ily, who operated a
mill, and tavern. tt’s o mployees occasi

e know for certain how

60 crossed out grhiog-

«

and corrected a

the Sangamon
incoln boarded

b ally lent a han ong them Villag alter fLarman, John Seam
N man named nis, and seventeen-year-ol E. Roll.® Six de
, S

KN

Q ography

Press, 1 26; Interviews, Ca

oy P. Basler and Lloyd

%ruction site as bein
@8 | crosses the San

. »
1VEr.

int of 1860 original), 53.
6. Interviews with William G. Grecne (May 29-30, 18

mants, 11, 17, 43-44, 607.

n Hanks, Octob 8
nformants, 373 and 4 7.
ounty Commission‘ourt for Ap-
ollected Works, 1:3.

r John Locke Scripps estimated@ocation of the
here t: Chicago, Alton, and St. 1s Railroad now

an Howells, Life of, am Li&simile edition of ¢
ted by the hand of m Liﬂ loomington: Indiawversity

%n bi-

66 and

ocke Scripps, Life gEAbraham Lincoln, ed.
un ofiington: Indiana ity Press, 1961 re-

aleb Carman (March

1887), and John Hanks (June 13, 1865), by William H& on, in Herndon’s Infor-
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of Lincoln t0111n$angamo Town

lled a suit. It
is pantaloons
dound, and when
lots they were held
der his boots.
dabout [that was a i
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9

he si
S
jeans—if it could

was too short for h
ches of reachmg t

later, Roll remem

during March—
He ha

sult
everyt

r or fj

a’?‘%
[e ¢}
W‘g

@

en of humamt
has ever been pic

the

Oiably Car-
ky—hu —full
iting e ora-

e Ca er dark.”®

C

h

o remembered Lincoln acting “funny
stories . . . freq quoting poetry
.” Abe also cooke “played seven u
4 Roll concurred, g how local folk
nch (which beca e known as “Abe’s lo
during mormng n, and evenin
stories.” This b ut days before
am looked and acted this way while traveling to

OE:ason to believ
~ and within Ne eans. In a sepa tervwvarman offered
impressions of Mincoln just before de, re

man
of ya

1ntel1gent [sic] yoyng ma n[ nversation very
often s a bout Books— s ha r & other histo-
He Talked abo rable. . . . he was a‘
] Adams man. as op to Slavery & said

ugt it a curse to the

'
substantial load at@nced crew of foib flatboat
incoln’s Flatboat: Stor

f the @Qaft Told by One of Its Bu

cean (Chicago), May , p- 2.
8. Interview, Caleb Carmén, by Wq . Herndon, Octo
formam‘s, 373.

9. “Lincoln’s Flatboat,” Daily Inter-Ocean, May 15, 1892,

10. Interview, Caleb Carman, by William H. Herndon, w ber 30, 1866, in Hern-

Builma
? /

rs,” Daily Inter-

, 1866, in Herndon’s

don’s Informants, 429.
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or@ 18 feet wide,” r$ d Hanks—than
ntry build three

the one Lincoln Al earlier. Otherwise
it followed the t typology and uctron procedure.
Lay down the t ay girders across a n them . .. lay and join
two end-gir: bow ern Zay and join greamers across the girders

Mlay plan&os& the ers and pin t/.Jem to form the ﬂoor ulk
all seam

Wl‘° gressed, Lincoln ted some Co-wor. o ex-

cavate adugout ca om asizeable log, y flatboats carrie
ancil craft, run small excu’ s and bank-side

the canoe was
man—jumped,i
it to shoot out fr
arly-spring watg

toward the ovg haljki

entire flatboat.
aman and Walt
husiastically, ca
h into the turbul
urged them to

mittin

rs—Joh
bit t
sen -

out
Wi
C

ol elm tree—such vegetatlo croached the Sarig on
they , shivering and gggining against the gurrent. T errng
' stinctively conce o] Lincoln . . . ﬁ ershi he effort
raham instruct looke

to the perishing m seize a log
ount improvised
sed D and the log

o the stretched
self mounted it

r v
raha

a a rope to it. A yo named Jim Dor

itcdoat as the group $lackened the rope
the current. H fell in, addin
branches. Onc log was retracted,

the elm tree. Higgleos sub d in freezing water,
O ~ Lincoln graspe men and secure tot then signaled
¢ villagers to ha foursome to sh& 1 arri fely “The incid
recalled Joh oll, “made a hero of Abe a g the Sangamonl

the inhabitant@®never tired of tel f the g exploit.”! Od ly, t
§ incident, gighough recollected lin ling detail, goes en-
Q tioned inwerous interviews le involved in th truc-
tion. her the dugout ca df)it to New Orl ere it
woul been called a ¢
everyone dried nd up, Worked d on the
The frame was rea e flipped into th 1, probably

fl .
e same ropes in the rescue. After the splas the Sanga-
came the deta%: Cut and insert them into the gunwales
uild walls over the stuasy. . . ¢ er studs into t/yw . build mf
11. “Lincoln’s Flatboat,” Daily Inter-Ocean, May 15, 18@ 2.

&
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ters atop the studs . .@er the wy with roofing pl One difference
between this ves d L'&s Rockport flatb as the cargo hold:
this trip would livest o New Orleans, sitating corrals and
troughs. We a ve so sign details recolfecfild by John Hanks:

dow@(ind ofladder thr
the Si\Wping s]; We used plan
! imes%eople Came out

“When the boat

into iver, [
ed sa

scuttle hole [into

ails—& Cloth—

13

ed atus. ..

reated somethi
f corn, sides of b

possibly Offutt

-

and spme hitchhikers were poling down the wendin
#“as a f flo[a]ting Drifi d,” Lincoln later describe great
'\ fres oduced in the th of that snow.”§—age ip Clark,

i &icinity at the tim alled many years that his father

in
hich sort of craze
served a tall,

¢ « embarking in the buSiness of flat-boati

e time], when oglt day in the midst wor,
\ , lean stranger g ... toward “"He t smile; he was
o q earnest all th that his very earnestifess im ed me....[H]e
Vi as the saddest ost earnest mangpever k ... I...never hay
O forgotten the i ion of sorrow be e on n.”V’
b The first t on their journey & ew %m, about sixteen

in Gilkeson, “Flatb gg 0 Zaccoon Creek, Paﬂ%unty,
nald F. Carmony an . Sw diana Magazine of Hj, 0, no.

4 (Dece

y
' § 12. John
Q Indiana,” e

w, John Hanks, wi iarnl—l. don, 1865-1866, ndon’s In-
coln’s Flatboat,” Da c 15, 1892, p. 2.
erview, John Hanks i erndon, June 13, 18 erndon’s In-

s, 43-44. L/
. As recollected by WilliagG. Gredg from a June 1864 conversation with President
incoln, in an intervie : illia erndon, May 29, 1865, in Herndon’s Infor-
ants, 12. A “fresh” (or “fresnit,” gs l&¥wrote it) referred high late-winter or
ringtime waters that flushed ouwjtributaries, often thg oty time when flatboats
could navigate them down to the main channel.
17. “Stories of Lincoln’s Youth by Uncle Philip Clarke,” SqizfField Republican (Spring-
field, MA), April 4, 1897, p. 9, as originally reported by t icago Times-Herald.
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downriver. This ti@uff—t ttlement had bed@gtormed only two

years prior, whe stat ture granted Ja utledge and John
M. Camron pe on to a mill dam therc®The dam comprised

two elongated cross the Sangamon
slightly abowrmal I eight, which were ghen filled with rocks to
withstand t%urrent. obstacle slowed ater velocity, raiged the
height rtial completely obscu the dam), increa%the
head, a

off to the side. T, Rut-
eel, using the ene ru
ct attracted woo ing
i%he adjacent cou e, whi
¢ty a grocer, a co d othe
and by the time In an
onstituted an i rable vi

¢ Lesskﬁﬁable were Ne m’s navigational
ter ack entirely mel ay and river lev
st uch as sandbars, is, and other imp
¢ s e. Around early afternoon on April 19
to a stop withﬁ,ckening thud.
%ron dam. Gettj ck on a soft sa
m threaten the vessel arid freight:

18

win-
dden ob-

oser to the

aatboat to a dead
etting lodged on

~
@ rn lowered, and gtilwales ing dangerously, Jsig-
N coln’s flatbo isted initial efforge to pry i e obstruction. )
, meanwhile, seeped into the lo é@ks, anm;o slid toward ig River
levels co d to drop, leavin& at st on the mill dan& the
Q end over am being lowes e wa to that end.”” Thg dighty-
foot, ton vessel, six we the m@kiflo and barely ten@ileS into its

jour reatened to com c Denton Offutt ot know

ie
wha o. Townspeople giggae to

Qnally a leader e@ Villag@yWilliam G. Grecrzcalled see-
418. Benjamin P. Thomas, Linco/n’ Jem (Carbondale a@iwardsville: South-
n Illinois University Press, 197 of 1954 original), 629.

19. Statement, Mentor Graham, as recorded by James oward, “Biographical
Notes,” May 1860, Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Libr ongress, Washington,
D.C. (hereafter cited as Lincoln Papers). m

&

0

3
N
g
v

could crack the soa cargo, bankrupt t
ge the dam. 5
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ing a striking six—f@ur Etr@ take charge ovefigis well-known but

befuddled emplo inc mandeered an e atboat and poled
it into alignme th th pacitated vessel men then swiftly
transferred th 0, a ing chore under ircumstances. Once

e load, the partiall}ﬂnundated “boat sprang
to the bow end, re Lincoln had red
s. The water dra out, the load li
and coaxing fro e crew, the flatb
nd safely into th r.?! The men gi
ance downrive

upwards.”zo%lter slo
a hole i floo

and wi her p

rt, were suitably jgapressed by the singglar young
. Offutt, for one,@v he had found o

'~ clev

for her, would devel ifelong personal
at stranger.”? Lin8®# himself focuse ing: getting
oat out of the wre nto the broad
ssissippi, and o .
ined, incurring furti®r dela; Iso comic relief.

in his affairs, “bogght thirtggodd large fat live hogs
O ~ but found diffi n driving them her% purchased them
b ¢ the boat.” Lin imself ruefully d wh& ermed “the ludic
N incident,” in eh Offutt
y § thereupon conceived the, s‘
ive them where he

@ﬂerview, John Ha‘&illiam . tlerndon, June 13, 1@1 Herndon’s In-
nts, 44.
. William G. Grev)unt o ill-dam incident di on one point. “The
oreing the hole in the boat; er, s a story made ou hole cloth—Offutt
1 )
186

ggested it and Lincoln said he co ee it [working].” Int illiam G. Greene,

by William H. Herndon, May 30, , in Herndon’s Inform 1.
22. Interview, William G. Greene, by William H. Hem ay 30, 1865, in Hern-

don’s Informants, 17; see also 751.

&

river-Worthine oaded the cargo.
ncoln’s G&siveness and ing saved the exp, im The iw
dfgt et th ge back by one intr
Salem in a way f
life. provoked his thi about how to finpijive navi
Illinois” innumerable secondary Waterways. Many Sale
for t



port incoln’s flatboat experience come to an end.
s # the 1 llinois trip to N rleans is nearly

¢ nting for the various delays and th
vrcherjudges tha& crew finally seté@
il 2

’. : Gentry jour d alone to New
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p@t fa'ilir@y were tied and on carts
The “hogs Ey ms!rates what can urong when a “rattled

y decisions and le eaded employees are
dless to say, Lin esisted. He frowned on

f animals, and all too well how ky
ened. By Hanks nt, “Abe said I

in. This ex

named “Onstott “§Presumably
indicating that the ent happened i

it@Yhikers who boate, n from Sang
his is also the pSiiat which the nu

the Indiana trip, in we had to trian
se against contex evidence to est
so far, this
em in earnest

1,
e as occurring “in the last d 727

r: o
N
hronology. Sm
v

New Orleans oQursday morning;

OE:collected the
? /

ays of April.

& LN c
Unlike the 1 trip, in which Lincoln clear &ted that he and Q
ut the

ess confident abo
compositign of the 1831 crew. o Lincoln-edited }¥illiam

S, W
rds i

Dean H s biography read° 0

” s O b
oln, “Autobiographygylifiic 186 lected Works, 4:64.
erview, John Hanks, illia erndon, June 13, 18 erndon’s In-
s, 44. ? /
. Coleman Smoot to Willtam H. ndon, May 7, 1866, in don’s Informants,

54" Villager Mentor descril ton Offutt as “rattlebrained” in a letter to

illiam H. Herndon, May 29, 1865 efidon’s Informants,

26. Interview, Coleman Smoot, 1liam H. Herndon,
Informants, 254.

27. Abraham Lincoln, “Communication to the People o
Journal, March 9, 1832, in Collected Works, 1:6.

, 1866, in Herndon’s

amo County,” Sangamo
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Denton Off¢ took @ln into his employ&Offutt]
Wwas now end ther flat-boat to N rleans, and
he engagﬁiolnw
r John D. Johnston, her With their
o take charge of hlS
Lincoln , John but what about t? As owner of
and caréd he ¢ the vessel? H three pages on
ject fall of co, ing whether Off ined his employ
sugge that this is operation. Fo ple, the openi
intro, Offu backwoods U, ... ruling the b
h1s and defying the boat captam th
ad— 7.7 This imager tions Offutt as
at leas ratlvely Later s es refer to “Den
é or Offutt,” and e fers to the da
t’ ] ” Lincoln hims nfirmed Han @
ticipggion, but rernamed ambiguous regarding Offutt in the

N #voy uring this boat fgprize acquaintanc

\ pre an ent1re strangcijihe conceived a li - m

a river steamer [and| met Abe ]ohn

$ ew Orleans to ovﬁa the sale of hl‘s/@l Q cite evidence
this rather illogi rangement.* ow ave ample clues

o Oom relatives a ers along the Sanganton Riverthat suggest Offutt

O indeed joined t}%oat crew to New Salem resident J
@ McNamar haz& alled that “[L'@& went New Orleans Wi

b offet [Offutt]. nother New Sale Jam ort, clearly reco

N that Lincoln@nt to New Orle w1th Offut in a flat
y in 1831” and that “Offut came b 1831 32 Rabert B
§ Rutledge@ of New Salem Nmb irst met meoln 831,
Q the latteh ing just returne Oft: New Orleans hom

wells, Life ofAbm/)aQaln, ‘

ne 1860, in“Collected Works, 4:64.
. Thomas Keneally, Abm m Linc :(New York: Lipper/Viking;*2003), 13. What

s this informatio s, as see later, is the igglysion of John Hanks
ong the crewmates in Ne Or
31. John McNamar to W1111am rndon, June 4, 186 erndon’s Informants,
259.
32. James Short to William H. Herndon, July 7, 1865 gm Fierndon’s Informants, 72—
73.
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he had gone on a f@)at s @d to that city.”**4Qiggrapher William

Herndon, who ¢
nesses, position
concurs, viewi
John Johns
presume t
if experj

ranked Q, Li
Sangamon, howe
expensdpIn fac

as “ of Fl
e se, that rank an

r er, of
ew an informal sen
“Weglien Proceeded down t ngamon,” recal
2 y

wed ard through u ing terrain for
before joining with the Salt Cre€®—where, accordi

uence on the peCliag order, Hanks
hird, and Johnst, st. Lincoln’s acti
ay have raised hj k in Oftutt’s ey
st one informalfit\pecifically consid

final drove of (presumably withypeyes wide . The

'~ then veered s t west through , whose
allowed the enl waterway to m i a “zig zag

form[ing] complﬁninsulas,” as Li ine('it.3¢ In fact,

thirty-mile-
the expedition
g canopy made

safe travel. [Tu]@ter wis.lower than it had been

le river wendedffor over sixty sinuo;

ighttime too da

since the break winter in Febr recall ncoln, which m

constant obstrg~.38 T orementioned Phi

. Rutledge to Willi “Her vember 1, 1866, in&w’on’s
1ai11 H. Herndon and ]eQilliam i, Herndon’s Lincoln: I‘@e Story
¢ (Chicago, New Yozk, and SW sco: Belford, Clavﬁ ompany,
35 ement, William G. e, as by James Q. Howt iographical

N ay 1860, Lincoln Pgllers®
incoln, “People ow o County, Sangamo Journal, M , 1832, in Col-

orks, 1:7.
. Most of the Saws nat anders were elimipated many years later
rough channel straightenilg an celistruction. They a erved, however, in
e Mason, Cass, and Menard cou s, which follow the nnel perfectly. T used

Lincoln’s day.
arch 9, 1832, in Col-

these boundaries to map and measure the river as it flowed

38. Lincoln, “People of Sangamo County,” Sangamo Jo
lected Works, 1:6. w
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Clark, who flatbo dow angamon alongﬁincoln’s vessel,

recounted interes the shared expe

[Mly £ . myse William McLe ith the boat
steex McKe 1ned [Lincoln and t's operation].

The he snags and we all til up at night and
bui i ed ourselves socubncoln told me he
had no liking fc
atboa ess. He thought se y of setthng in W,
nut hills, e not far from B wn. But .
andon ¢
this tr1p I became acquamted with n

as one g man well cou nother His ¢ on w
m was s to draw out 1nfo n from his comp .He
times, even in th eerless times, aspi o bet-
@wledge and better m
Tr t a tedious pace of about twenty-five miles per d e crew
prob ached the labyrj f lakes and mar ood-

plal e Illinois River tull travel-days | fternoon
evening of Satu April 23. Hanks; the Ills™—
eight miles dow tream, “passed Bear

'
$ rtheless busthng er port that serv

40

111p Clark claime trip to Beardst ys, but he start-

Od out farther u d included numerous delays 111 that estimate.
/ Reconstruc'%\e trip from her uires strmatlon of spee

O ¥ Unlike the me le river conditp, 828 ississippi in 1&
b flowed at rat y somewhat above @at of ical springtime a‘

Reports at N rleans on Marc held t e Mississippi has

six inches” but “was yesterday r1 in elow high wategmark”
(presum et in 1828). The € at that level at le ntil
Q April 1 ay 14, it had nly si es, remaining o t be-
low thb water mark.* eveiE e to roughly 4. miles-
per—Wsurface velocities the 5.5 to 6.7 x range.*”

tories of Lincoln’ ingfield Republican, April 4 9.

. Interview, John Hanks, H. Herndon, June 13, 1 >in Herndon'’s In-

rmants, 44.

41. “Stories of Lincoln’s YSuth,” S, iéd Republican, Apri 97, p. 9.

42. New Orleans Price Current#ted in City Gazett, ommercial Daily Ad-
vertiser (Charleston, SC), April 7, 1831, p. 2 and April 14, p- 2, and in Baltimore

Patriot, May 4, 1831, p. 2 and May 27, 1831, p. 2.
43. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. “River Velocities w Orleans, LA. Related

&
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trary, this study
ed of 4.75 m.p.h.,
. As argued previ , nocturnal flatboat
n reward, and though not all) flat-
gly. However, becagse the crew constituted
dditional two of
urs allotted for m\! -
uggest that

set out regularl
11 stops, delays

y of stoppage or € nig
rs of 4.75—mi@ur m
also assumes that i 1
ore time traveli@aight to New ( @
a it o very
Qcituted

at earlier trip was all amateur ente

traveling alone; glae 1831 trip, on the gther hand
'~ d more professi operation, inclu& captaj o owned
the long ahead of

. All
plan

£s
editio

o and paid the ﬁoyees. They also
and some had fa s waiting back

more time into tikis job than they orjgi
ealing hogs were

d incurred additi
et to market s

/
Q~ Setting out

ad already
he fact that
cost extra feed
every reason to

t

risk. This flatboat

Beardstown on
might have rej at the Illinois’ W{Nd

the tortuous amon. By next morning, t

rowed from t ten miles to three
bluffs rosegm elevation. Some dn
river; otl‘mresented dramatj ite cli

)

r’s alluvial valle

1dth, while the adjacent
ur hundred feet a the

es topped with fi nopy

hardw orests. A dozen n tiny $illfbes, their hous ering
in th e or double digi d th ulations barely r g three
digi ed the scenic ba ach igo into the rivering®if€iine with a
d r landing. In floa own inois River, Lin this point
rench Canadian René-Rob avelier, sieur

o) ed the exact rouf
a Salle. One h
ississippi’s relations

ears earlier, La Salle confirmed the

refyforty-
1If of Mexico waimed the river

with

to the Carrollton Gage,” http:/www.mvn.usace.army.mil, th/velo_no.asp (visited
February 14, 2009).

&

Offu nks,
a.m. and docke p-
t calls, pre-daw ts, @

@y mo?, April 24, Linc
str channel, compar,
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$ ¢ clear of drift while that of th
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basin in the name @g 0

tion process that uall

Sometime on Mfonday
town and 160@ river

wIV of France, in#{gging a colonializa-
the founding of, Orleans in 1718.

noon, 84 miles river from Beards-
s since New Sal he crew would have
cular alignment o 6outh facing cliffs. The

e most rugged n Lincoln had
..

date— the ching Mississipprgiver fork. The co
double ater e but did not r lly alter the natgf the m
river. The valley roadened, as if i ectation of anoth, \
Ont left ee North and n Alton, Illinois; @u r&

lay ouri, n’s first exposur: slave society in ver ay
Eighteen m1le nriver, that nex tary arrived: t our1 R

sl y sm Volume than t ssissippi but ama N
ear1ng the topso the unmapped stern
e co truck travelers o river. “The Mi pi is re able

or the clearness of its waters, witch are of a light b went yplcal o
accou the era; Q ~
he Missouri, on er hand, is descri s bein m

as thick as pea sm?\d of a dirty mu 1tlsh co
The surface of the Mississippi, above th i

with half-b gs, trees with t off, and
great raftg o ting 1slands of timber .. sweepiilg and whirl-

ing along urious rate.* §
Mud meant se nt, and sedimenf® t san and islands. Toge
er with logs debris, the now-enlarged ippi
dangerous. ave no record o oln’s ation skills from either
the 1828 oz 1831 trips, but w: ave ection of “Captagh Abe”
piloting boat down this tretc wer around 1835 mes
from a friend named Ste r on of Sullivan a

went down with h1 St tw1ce, and the fir
e found the MIS flood. We tied up&ys the
e

w night just afte%e ing th ream. We had in to
\ float awhile in t emng ut the torrent of water e us

land-lubber 1ttle s and Mr. Lincoln decided to

4 take no chance 1re usiio steer for a cert fe place,

44. “The River Missouri, in North Amer1ca, citing B 11 and others, Saturday
Magazine (London) 7, no. 206 (September 19, 1835): 108

&
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9

and just as t@ft r b@ainst the bank, rofiain hand, he
jumped as o m & oat fast. He nevi uld let any-
one else d VV as necessary to tie n was always
the ﬁr at was heavy and ted to be the

Jud k the cable should to prevent an
aCCl
The 1nteev1nces@ n’s sense of ju t and responmg
gscape at this gMigr—April 24-25, cons
i i i st, in which ther nume
a Catholic chapdg® this b
er visitor descri the sce# as
ber, oaks, an o s nu i

#outp of French origin, sprinkled with structures w1th do i
s h1p I nd airy Loulsran&e galleries, appea " Chief

am e old French to as nearby St. C i thousand m
ants, who nearly long to the Cathglic faith. ian mounds S

¢ dup elsewhere ong the riverbank. T moke began

pear on the hori accompanred b ver din and clat-
rkm 211" river mile

o of a big city. It t. Louis, Misso
om New Sale were halfway to the Ohio River confluence and
O '~ roughly one-eig their way to Ne eans.
St. Louis igithis era served the issi frontier in the sa
b manner that PigtSBurgh a generation eatlier ser he trans—Appala
Y frontier: asi drarydestmatr suppl 1, as Jumplng-off p
' A With nearly 8,000 residents i y than 14,000 (i
3,000 bl mostly enslaved) Lou ed the largest p i
Q center i regron Its urban rint ituted “one lon
runni r n o miles, “from
ity.

" Two- story hy

eath of raham Lincoln’s Frrend alls a Prophecy
Q ame T aha World Herald, Qtember 30, 1899, p.
46. James Stuart, Three Years in Qmerzca, (Edinburgh ndon: Robert Cadell

and Whittaker and Company, 1833), 2:356 @

47. Bernhard, Duke of Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach, Travels, igh North America, Dur-
ing in the Years 1825 and 1826 (Philadelphia: Carey, Lea y, 1828), 2:98-99.

&



The 1831 Experience 157

New Orleans,” li

ing toward the

aswell as i ad, an
the Rocky Zlountains!
Others
Mississ

ssouri backcountry and
15 looks familiar, n might have t ht.
: St. Louis remi many visitors of er

ne traveler spelleemt: #
St. Louis t of New Orlea smaller scale; in
aces a e found a numbe ffeehouses [saloo
danci ms. The French en engaged in t e
m amu s and passions ormerly charact& the
creom Louisiana. . . . ajority of the inhdbitants of ¢
. Jouis] consists of pe escended from ch, o
ckians, and foreig%f every descripti erman

Spaniards, Italians, Irish, &&.* g o
s er Lincoln and Q took a few hour; xploreffliy Mterest- ~
\ ing&gban environment bbl nown. We do for ¢ that they m

at least briefly, ot necessarily to glplore. one of the

s
¢ f articulars of the fnd New Orlean incol self wrote:
¢ Hanks had ne to NewOrlca%avi ily, and
o being lik detained from home Ionger thatlat first ex-
pected, h ned back from St. js.”

. Louis that sudd

o his family? Ce

, Johnston, and Hanks

e flatboat on M 1as

eir way back fro Or-

s time. But each e ee h merous opportyai 0 quit
closer to home. oln ave treated Han%erously

ve recollection, ps g lizing his cousin a ca orkplace

anks, after all, k ffu ongest and perso introduced

n and Johnstori% , oiitiomng himself seco the expedi-
rth

448. Stuart, Three Years in * 42; Bernhard, Tm@'])mugb North Amer-
a, 2:97.

~
¢ What happen route between lem a
convinced Jo anks that he should return
y ly the entire bit with Offutt @ost Li
' A more timeghan expected; if O dr
Q originall ned, all four wo wel
leans byfiw

49. Charles Sealsfield, The AmericansAs They Are Describe our Through the Valley
of the Mississippi (London: Hurst, Chance, and Co., 1828)
50. Lincoln, “Autobiography,” June 1860, in Collected 4:63-64.

&
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tion’s hierarchy. Bu ol dam acumen an oism helping the
three men in the ated Abraham i utt’s eyes, possibly
displacing Han osition in the p g order. Hanks, in
this speculativ{#cfinario, have grown sull d disenchanted with
the expedlt d aski disembark at the ngyt major steamboat stop

under the atters.
Alt anks departed alth reasons. On@or—

mant r of the Company, Sick which Caus and m
their Riturn Bac ” although the garbled memory is tai

tual 5.1 ecisely the cre pped oft Hanks
1f t L0u1 rfront were anyt, like other West
ats doc priver from stea , whi
arve e heart of town. i . i

s pr anded in the vici of today’ c
ng br @
anks” St. Louis departure®ft a crew of thre o
arge oat for another 0 miles. His exit to our ~
arg that Offutt inde rticipated in the
, the enterprlse have been left wi s ew of two. m
1gn1ﬁcant1y, the rture prevents loquacious
ant about Ling#In’s second voyag
and nothing t
mous and Herndo m
Q‘i . lenty to say abouz‘ remai f the trip, includin
some of the most, ing and inﬂuenz‘z emenz‘ t what Lincoln s
in New Orlea ore on this i 1mp mat er; for now, we
Lincoln’s wo at Hanks indeed waved far, at the St. Louis
around April"¥5-26 and never pame ncoln in New rleans
Hanks h d back to Illm01 ee Lincoln agal two
or three

re, Lincoln loy Q:ousin

all his life. He a nuinely
idenced by their li g associa-
er crewmember, other John

W er the reason for s’ de

and t t him an honest goo
hke ton Offutt, the n,
incoln’s relations th t

l

51 ] Rowan Herndon to‘&ll ndon, May 28 an 11, 1865, in Hern-
n’s Informants, 6 and 34.
52. This is Herndon’s view on the relationship between n and Hanks. Phillip

Shaw Paludan, “Lincoln and Negro Slavery: I Haven’t Gotglini€ for the Pain,” Journal of
the Abraham Lincoln Association 27, no. 2 (2006): 11.

&
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9

D. Johnston, was 1 ngeni enty years old a ime of the 1831
journey, Johnsto ca Abraham’s life rg 0, when Thomas
Lincoln guided ew W lly Johnston an three children, in-

cluding nine- Id Jo om Kentucky t iana. The two step-
brothers gr in clogggaroximity but were neger particularly close. By
some accou‘ hom ored his new ste ver his biological gon: by
other a s, John emonstrated la21 and unrehablhty oln

d him for “usele asting time” and an m
d Abraham of ting his aging p . T\
y thereafter suffefifd a fairly serious g-0 !&

1r early adulthoo got along well

, culminating wj 1s flatboat trip, wg Vw

pi below St. Lo wed ina falrl
ough a narrow bluff-line Valley The sturdy j of Jef-
ferso racks, the premi ilitary outpost in i

' ﬁrs mark below the Some miles do 1lu- m
tom, environed h bluffs,” came rculaneum,
for its nearby lead mines. Veterans of countw might have s

\ ted out to a ﬁrsﬁer like Lincoln es protruding
m the summits luffs. They w. t to om which mol-
o Qn lead was dro wform ammunition tof artillery"Other protrusions
O ere natural, su amous Tower R hm 1sland long used
a landmark by travelers. Subs town Ste. Genevieve @
b @ Cape Girarde ight have struck oln a& d-ringers for Loysigi-
N ana’s sugar ¢ with their “very ular a ance, from the unn
; structure of the houses, they b &eﬂy of'vypod, low, and almgst sur-
rounded w porches” —typr @gallery houses.** le of
53 @chatrve described Ab
Dun for John than he de
people [and there
@he thlng that T [ke;
well. . ..” Dennis F. Han,

ohn’s r~nshrp in guarded ter hink Abe

e wr, n thought that Abe gr;)t Do a Nuff
ey nimes for awhile. . ont want to
ould Not Eook well in history I is Abe treated
to erl H. Herndon, January 263 6 in Herndon’s
mam‘s, 176 See al Herb 1d, Lincoln (New Y Srmon & Schuster,

95), 33, 152-153, 622, a Lo is en, ed., “A. Linc d J. D. Johnston—
ep-Brothers,” Lincoln Lore: Bu z‘be Lincoln National, oundation, no. 964,

September 29, 1947.

54. Robert Baird, View of the Valley of the Mzsszsszppz, migrant’s and Traveller’s
Guide to the West (Philadelphia: H. S. Tanner, 1834), 243

&
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French Canadian a s ‘@s German Reden®jsioners and Ameri-
can emigrants, p & Q

On the fou arting St. Loui acent bluffs briefly
drew close to n suddenly yawn en to a wide alluvial
expanse, al

recognized errain: ahead lay hio River COH%[CC.

Three y, : site
branch; on the muddier,floWer-volume Missi as it m
joined the clearer,

er-volume Ohio ‘v er the flatboat s rou&
the t tand i greatly enlarged Ii¥ver Mississippi Ri 11t
cre bers

themselves in f; r terrain, over iles fi
di,

iles from New ns. The date w nd Fri

es turned unseas y cold in May, ¢ the th e
per into Sou’cher@tudes.55 Anoth ge ma ized
g the bank. Ed at n y ac-

bered

subtly, as they cruised silently a o
#cumu treacherous tree ks were free of dehgis. Logja ~
'\ few ss vegetation hurﬁn‘ the banks. W egitnessing
wa of the first manuman interventio the and flow m

=

netra

h
Mississippi River.“®#nce the previous mn, ntendent of
ern River Improgents Capt. Henr ongtime riv-
i vocate, oversa yfquipped steam-
s, planters, and

0 river miles be hio River confluence
Itaic plain. Al nﬁveﬂa 500-mile portight;
o

~ and the Louisi
b ¢ Shreve’s men ¢ erhanging trees vent t m becoming fi
navigation o les. The captain pointed out rous advantages

’. : work, among tHem the followingé
Q ats navigating the JVIT¢ 1ssip}¢ from the mouth ‘

issouri to New Offeal’s, now at night with as m
ty as they do in thgUhio riger, hich means thei =
Wge is now made in {5e ~ it was three years
Y / :

he New Orleans Price Carrent reated on May 14, “The weaq has been, for a

ngth of time, very co nusua . New Orleans Pricglurrent, as reported in
altimore Patriot, May 27, 1,p,2
56. Henry M. Shreve, “Ohio a issippi Rivers: Ann ort of work done in

improving the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi river e present year, ending
30" September 1831,” as reproduced in Daily National Intgfgeficer (Washington, D.C.),
December 17, 1831, p. 2.

&
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‘9

Perhaps Linco d cie exactly that—t at night—upon

encountering Sh cle er below the Ohi@@nfluence. Lacking
hard evidence, er, t searcher leans t a more conserva-
tive adjustme reasi eir daily travel ti sixteen hours from
the origina sume rteen. This equate 76 miles’ progress per

day. The re
ment.
Be ebris, Lincoln have experience y in- m
cremental di etween the rivefscapes of 1828 and . Ap\
3 uri. The river d at lower level spr\

ructed chronolo ects this Ve10c1ty$1 st-

nkside Vegetatlo sandbars. Landig#ps that
ars ago would ctloned normgal w. M.
orth of Memphis, essee. Population 1d hay,
n this region,; for ould have bee r clea
tat1 uld have sprout in their place.

v K. N
stmg meeting o d at one of thes tatio Lincoln m

l

',>
5

w tied up near ock in the Ark Terri across the
om Memphis, the owner of the adjace ntati uired if they

\ d chop some WO*AbC, the superca
o the freight], spra in‘and helped,” e money and ap-

t
Oarently impressj planter sufficiently t0 gain <}Q]uaintance. The

ber in charge

O '~ planter was Col. iam D. Ferguso 0—6&1egedly once a boys
@ soldier in the B t New Orleang, a sherj Crittenden Cou(b
b and later a sta islator. Years afterwlird, thaigame Colonel Ferg
N while in W ton, sought o ngress incoln and later -
, ident-elect Lincoln and renewe& intance,” at whigh time
“they ha hat about old ti nd t ent price of cor d.”7
Q This litt own incident, if rate s ight on the natu social

the , and invites s other relationshigh and friend-

!’ As reported in pb nd carried by th (Baltimore, MD),
arch 18, 1861, p. 4 see 1zabeth Woolfol istory of Crittenden
ounty, Arkansas (Marion, AR Elizabeth Woolfo ), 140-141. Embel-

lished versions of the incident appear in two twentieth- ceu@arncles, “Abe Lincoln
Once Lived in Arkansas,” Arkansas Gazette, July 4, 1927, incoln’s Visit to Arkan-
sas,” Arkansas Gazette, Magazine Section, February 7, 19

@

. Q .

relatio ncoln estabhshe 10 a ring his flatbo ges. It
chal s the general imp n t traveled anonym through

l
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ships he might ha . makes the stor ible is that Fer-
guson, a Southe wned forty slavgd presumably did
not idolize Lin ntial candidate, e of the encounter
before Lincoln i residency (spec1f9/ in March 1861) and
well before w ation 1mmortahzat1%. That chronology al-
lays suspicigis.t n, like other acq nces of Lincoln’sgrauth,

ory t jte himself into his Details on the enmlter,

concoct
howeve urkﬁl ould have occurr ring the first tri 828

or on the return 1 ither trip. This r cher judges that i \
ecause an 1861 a rel

wnriver 1831 t
y mentions a fl (rather than an Ver-bo
es the flatboat} com

s language thatz
en, with Linco “supercargo, h1 in the s

oled out of Greem , passed Memp in an ,and
ownriver into the s of the MISSISSI azoo a1n
ansas River conflggmce. After two daysgthe topog on the
rizon that dissipyg after Memphls S to re r. May 7:
g, first of the Mis. i bluff commumtz 1es in, rospering
rw showed the most Tlirked change sin spread their

p footprints, erefted higher structu ext nd¢s their riverine
1ngs by notlcea grees. The rive sh1f@htly, meander-

mean in others. “The

g more broadl me areas, cutting
s lots on our Wi rivers steer fromgaains fo pggat as they call it,” Lin-
O ~ coln explained years later, “setti e cou the boat no fart
b ¢ than they can .. So too ste&ﬁ g to Natchez, Mi

sippi, aroun 8 It was here that, accordi eonard Swett (
personal reco thl’lS of Lincoln pubh in 1889), “a negro came
very near gggashing the head tur c1pator of his rac&wett
Q explainem q
e boat one night wagftied up 1' ore and the crew b

low A noise being d C 1ncoln came up, a
hlS head emerg, tchway, a negro,
pilfering, strucly heavy stick, but Q)omt
of the stick reac ead, and struck the flo
’. 58. 1850 Federal Census, State sas, County of

Cri Schedule 2—Slave
Inhabitants, listed under slave owner 1111arn Ferguson
59. Abraham Lincoln, as quoted by Donald, Lincoln, 1 oln used this river anal-

ogy to explain his Reconstruction plan to James G. Blam

&

3
N
g
v



¢f0r oln and crew to use it, but we do know that comple
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9

. thus li ng the on his head, but g a scar

which he Iwa which he showed ro the time of
telling thiS (gry.*
This Natchgg ag whicmm substantiation “y other source, prob-

ably represegtSW fault lling of the L?a attack upon Lincoln

rtheless, Swett’s person memory

. i out his scar and ining its origin j
of note.

the crew near onfluence of th
tly than in 1828,

&

le in

cal p es in the Red, Atchafalaya, andWississip s were

eing transforme hreve’s actions. the n. ght years,
s meander-cutti d logjam-clearingy successe ile greatly
icial to navigation interests, would en laya to gain
ually more and of the Mississi ter over the next

Herculean eng ng ef! mpleted a cen-
ry after Linco 1dency, to prevent the Atchafa aya from seizing so

much of the Mi pi’s water as to |
useless, undrin%‘ -brackish-wate 1ncol
an eyewitnes reve’s work in prog

May 1 0.'@3&1;‘071 Rouge, the arrac d into the Louisiang—
ar coast. Growth of this seaso

. i K &liane d have lagged abgut one
month b what Lincoln r*sed #, on account of

severe W that brought d oW t ome in Illinois.

no dir@gFvidence suggesti t Qf Lincoln, and J

gere d traded along th Gentry and Lin

year$ @tlier, although th rre argo—which wa d regularly

5& As recollected bwmd Sw*emzmstencex of Abrgham LGcaln by Distin-
ished Men of His Time, ed. Klle k€ Rice (New York: American Review,

8 n
89), 461-462.

61. Shreve, “Ohio and Mississippi Rivers,” in Daily Naz‘zon@llzgencer December 17,

1831, P- 2.
62. “Sugar Crops,” Mercantile Advertiser, May 5, 1831,@ 4.

&

s on an elongate
1 31 would have b
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to planters as food
hogs may have b, old
be husbanded a tened

A flatboa s diar

ibed later in th Os offers an idea of
arcated his progress downriver from Baton

how meolN t hay,

Rouge: ‘Pags Suga . Bayou Plac ine...Mr. Law ar
Farm . ou G andlng [near presigpt-day Whlte Cas@g .
Bayou rche onaldsonville . amptons Plant ?

pton property, n surely would
identify his at site from the 18
ard: “Bonnet Qu Carre] Church

Shortly be

and

All entry.
Poi . the
1 A Her st[!] 763

ew Orleans Bee, Loui Courmnd Mercantile
rep tical data, all

eg,npeting dailies 1
rge in flatboa S d@he second week
y 7-16, with a mutudlly reportcd peak of thirty-

11 (see graph, “ oat Algazals to New Orlea
May 18317).% s for the first May, alf the daily rat
the second we hile daily arrivals%the la%o weeks of the
drop mostly ro. In total, the eporte atboats and one
arriving to New Orleans in M > of wh 1 percent arrivegbefore
May 16 ourier in the sa 1od ated 147 ﬂatboats& one
barge, w. percent arr1v1 ig-tionth. The Adver ount-
ed 15 oats and one ba f whi percent arrive e mid-
is good news bri onf &to our hypothesis Lincoln
rr1 round May 12, y close to the th&mnwersary
'

g63 William S. Ward Tr1p from New , Indiana, to New
rleans, Louisiana, 1839], The New Orleans Coll t Accession Number

2009.0139, p. 64—69 (hereafter cited as THNOC). q
64. These dates reflect when the information was post ewspapers; they usually
postdate the actual arrival dates by one to two days.

&

estre
Church ... Lan the fair fame f New
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of his initial arriva 5.9 Total river di e from New Sa-
lem, Illinois, to uisiana, amount at least 1,627 and
up to 1,700 rive img on hydrologic ditions.
Unfortuna d news. All th ewspapers identified
Tennessee, abama as the flatboats’ exclusive origins, and

listed only on and/
that on

acco as their fr The sole exceptiggawas
e from Opelous ouisiana, bearin

We see 1vals ically from Illin generally from
ern country,” nor ith cargoes of coga, lam, and hogs. T
tion not our argument. ery fact that th e ne

t this was not a sc1e
inating from develo
o, Indiana, Illin issouri, Arkans Mis
oever tabulated data might h aged i
or sloppy aggre s. Likewise, it ost un able

pap porte ering data sugge
sence of'liptboat registratio

ly cotton and tobacco artived by flatboat t ntlr (al—

# %J possible that so atboats traded theg Western ies for
'~ dard commoditi 1le en route to N rlean

h abundant an iable evidence th ncoln rted New

around April 21, researcher feels 1dent the second-

¢ -in-May surge inflatboat arrivals, a d ew Orleans

\ @spapers, indeed j es Abraham n. The vessel’s

o igin and cargo m ve been simply mi g in the brief and
O Qeneralized mar reports pubhs hose spapers.

Q What went gh Lincoln’s rn1n n lan Second visits to 1

pressive places rally yield more sOp 1st1cated respo,
than initial nters. Familiarit places y; expectations a

’ ready set; melt¥il narratives are e hed muh and observatlons
are procyew‘wrch respect to s. Giddiness an Vete

give wa onchalance an tha ich surprlsed an cked
now h raises an eyebro ncoln ad) already “seen hant

and, futt was that m egular visitor, knew
whe% go, how to doc the wharfmast dock51de
clm ers, and what to cti treets beyond may well

and Offutts of d res ble farmer—merchants who commer-
ially interacted Wlth nually.

65. Research by author, “Maritime News” columns, IV eans Bee and Louisiana
Courier, late April through early June, 1831.

&

1ewed this expe as tha second of many to co ke the Gen-

est- m
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166 Lincoln in New Orleans

The location a%tuie @tboa’c docking iﬁ 1831 did not

differ markedly 828 experience. fi¥ew minor aspects,
however, deviat ntly lower river ould have opened
he uptown flatbo arf. The wharf itself,
1t, would have expanded upriver by a number
with new develo t in the Jefferso ish
ss Felicity Street.gjche crew unloadﬁrk,
ith a meat inspe s well as the due ector m
sion to sell. Weglo not know the fat

of blocks, p. 1ca11y fi
faubour afayett,
they W@ave de
before receiving
hogs ims of e-sewing incid the Sangamon t\
wer, or e@ed en route, or @ up at any one o@w Orle
n ous aba w

1ven s impetuousnessgigincoln’s judiciousn:

ive we can imagi e three manifesti

its 1th1ng wharf- s1de : Offutt seemi

he s

calling t ots, Lincoln patien' offermg counse

#the h ifting, Johnston tly lending a an in unload
'~ clea , and dlsmanﬂ%e vessel. App other

domg
elhng,

3
v

gerCl cleanlng up th arf space, beca at Ve
P, announced that a 1ng left unatte ont e or batture
~ t iron and stont&last) would be hc n.%

O lg)urmg the thir k in May, the t leted their job a

were now footl n the big city. Jl ratur ained unseason

b @ cool, and stro nds swept in from T8 nort One crewmate rec
N “the fi e we arrived in -
r

thrilling det f Lincoln’s actl

Orleans: ‘
Q ¢ had attended t sme*ﬁrst purchases mam

incoln were books a 1 truments and, ingste
unning around t ts he would rem'h
s boardmg—house e g or telling storie
oarders who pro l\@ remarkably glfte
direction.®®

466 Louisiana Courier, May 12, 4, ¢ 2. m
67. Mercantile Advertiser, May 19, 18 1,p 2,c. 4.
68. “Lincoln’s Friend, John Hanks: A Garrulous Old Maggs R€miniscences,” New York
Times, June 7, 1881, p. 2.

&
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Unfortunately, we
source, the verb was not presen
sed in an upcomj

that forced Linc
pics, with “temp res
1d have presente Illinoi

-going ships of masts o
ts, 4 sloops, a

obably around 2

vessels arrived,

167

@is interesting in ation because its

witness it. Hanks’
iscussion.
ffutt, and Johnston

es now spared therp the discomforting heat

being nearer ghat of
erfect weather fo king. Initial step ard

s men wit
r more,

n, European, an can ports. “[ P]ro r
; pean, p

as

the side of

. Last week, for e le, the well-knowg steamboa sa and

's Hu ollided and expl upriver; five of §
de nds—returning atmen.”” More r ly, ri re in New

irtee ing were

m\s, occurred anoth&®iolent boating i t. A positioned
1

ighthouse on Lfke Pontchartrain

small rowing away

s
Q\ the shore. He out to its cre rn Q
q atever reason, t ntinued to sail a Depu

r if§pection, but for
eadied a craft to

ursue them, bu eriff had a diffe resolyggion in mind. He leveled
a musket at the and fired, yieldir&rery holy occurrence

The incident sents the many lu
magniﬁcencg seemingly smooth operatio h
a rough, tougifviolent port city.

Just the flatboat whﬁ ere
much attmn. On Tchoupitb etwe

mecha puppet show of “s

ehind the out
at was, all too ,

aveling exhibits Qving

ydras and Girod mated a

ndid figures wjji

ve the

moti ife,” enacting a t of cent past relevan ew Or-
leanh 1814 signing of reat ent.”> One block& , at Girod

. New Orleans Bee, May 831, pf. c. 2.

72. “Mechanism,” Mercantile Advertiser, May 23, 1831 an

wards, p. 1, c. 3. The

. “Lamentable Ca 1” Mer. dvertiser, May 23, 1,p.2,c 4
71. Louisiana Courier, 2,1 3,&. 1 and May 14, 18 3, c. 1. The May 14
ticle indicated that the youth wa' tely wounded, possi rtally.

Treaty of Ghent aspired to end the War of 1812, two w
Orleans truly ended it.

&

fore the Battle of New

3
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168 Lincoln in New Orleans

and Commerce nea@ ste @evee, rana displﬁafuture technol-

ogy relevant to tiGWity, and Lincoln hi “EXHIBITION.
RAIL ROAD M TAGE,” blared newspaper:

carriage is [built] up¥the same prin-
ually be adopted [gn] e numerous rail

s [across the] cou /. It has been built”
dispelling the dou ich have existed

ty of propelling a steam. ... m

xhibit ran thro ut spring 1831, i sing\

intellectually curi d mechanically mned vigi
have made the -five-cent inv% to ins

arvel.@vould see and 1 ore of railroads in hj
o

anse .

nge, busier
¢ t ver as the city’s prémier auction hou a—the early
s—when the repghied “largest slave ... Wwas par-

\ larly active.”” T ctions in John lon, which was
° OISO a saloon, br

steady stream of two Valued reSStrces to the atten-
'~ tion of bidders: 1

d human labor, of were legally categos
rized as real est ithin steps wege eof t y’s fourteen nota

b public, ready tarize whatever (& emer@id from the Excha
N One diagon ck away were clugtered mo e city’s largest bagis,
, eager to offer financing. Arou d&orner he office of the igfluen-
tial New ns Bee, which gr&exte@verage to the pro&ings
Q at Hewl nd profited fro ad revgauc? A glance at any ews-
paper d have given Li as of auctions sla ar into

July ays at Hewlett’s,
s imported fro

?/

s at hnever on Sunday;
U@urh and West a&ed into the
. “Exhibition. Rail Road Steam Cafjiage,” Mercantile Adfuertise,Qay 17, 1831 and
ftetwards, p. 4, c. 2.
74. Herman Freudenbergct an aB. Pritchett, “Th estic United States
ave Trade: New Evidence.” Jour

terdisciplinary Histo yno. 3 (Winter 1991):
459.

75. “Notaries Public for N. Orleans,” New-Orleans Direc, Register (New Orleans:
John Adems Paxton, 1830), unpaginated.

&



. Louisiana Courier, May 1831, ,c. 4.
. Ibid., May 23, 1 yc.7a antile Advertiser,
86. Louisiana Courier, , 18 34KC. 6.

i
i r- d; L
s; and teenaged el.® May 28: Lo@om, and Lydia,
afirst rate America k.”8” May 31: “[ L]a@dresse plaiters [braid-
T

N
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city’s slave market ave e of ninety-two onth in 1831 (in
addition to local gio es), and at much
springtime bus on. . if not most, en
auctioneers. A d the

went to thN , her

er assuring suspici(ﬂs bidders that she was

being sold becau I present owner ot use for her segvices.”
Retta, “ seamst pastry and plain ) came with sin‘@as—
surance seq ays saw twenty-sik-yar-old Charles a nty-

three-year-old Ro,
providélagains

her son, “guara against all vices sea\
” endure the ritfa%¥’ Bidders were ass that\

-

“col girl Ja . can be had on t efore the sale,” a
p 1al mas hat she qualifie er own enslavi
ofgy’tions wlett’s Exchang ed up right aro%
co d to explore the ay 17: “a qua
e... le, good cook a se servant,” wi child
ay 18: Louisa, who “has ha small pox.”®! : er in-
fant

and twenty-five-yggr-old Mary.*> May 31: Ned and
. on terms of on rth cash down éuf m
: Matilda, “a mi humble disposi and
nt . ..and fully]Qmanteed.”85 May

ecile, a mulatto@with her five-yea with her two

Dafney and “Ali n African negro an, a yrs. of age, wj

1 new sl rived between Octobo,

ns und dly were concentrated during

ee, No r 18,1831, p. 2,c. 1
.3,c.

¢ 7
ay 13,1831, p. 3, c.
ay 14, 1831, p. 4, {4. '\

., May 18, 1831, p. 3 .
., May 14, 1831, p‘y.
id., May 19, 1831 Y7 and Mercantile Advertiser, May 031, p.5,c.6.

5], seamstresse s, carpenters, pasaters av&acksmiths.”88 June 1.
0

7

76. A local gaper reported that
1830, and Noveniter 17, 1831. The imp,

the winter

4, 1831, p. 3,c. 6.

87. Ibid., May 26, 1831, p. 3, c. ercantile Advertiser,
88. New Orleans Bee, May 31, 1831, p. 2, c. 4. These skill
Hewlett’s but at the operation of “R. Salaun, Broker and
“Royale, between Hospital and Barracks streets.”

8,1831, p. 3, c. 6.
es were not offered at
nge Broker,” located on
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her two children J e 9 e@f age, and Matil years of age. . .
78 Also on June 1 one-year-old chi “black girl called
Aimeé, 24 year and laundress. as been 7 years in
ench, Louisa, 1 rs of age, Houseser-
erwoman.””? June 2, George, Abram, Carey,

Sarah, Hor er two toddlers .1cy and Mary.”? Jyne3: a
mulatto d and a cook nar&elia.93 June 3: Frifighise,
]acques , Venus, Heloise, er Heloise, Caro olly, m
and Bellony ( not

, “and
]un onoréigymée, and Louise.
ged abot WO years” and “A
ale aluable female s
e Ot the owner havin
Sop ongo negress, a
ognon, a creole negress .
agedh 76 years.””” Also
'~ non lot, Pauline, Deﬁ Manon, and Te
fift€Qgto thirty-five amacribed variously

creole girl,” “a

¢ ,” and@an american wenc
\ ican negro wom line with her ¢ Juli

n an acceptable hen

ck girl,” “an

any, and the
gd Matilda (who
ere initially of-

on June 7: Fifty-fige slaves a St. Charles Parish

' .
O ~ plantation, ages o sixty, descrlbe e sa onomy as above

¢ with the addi 1 categories of ¢ ! “an african ne
“a creole sarrg a sambo creole (in CI'IOI‘) ” 1nc1uded Tom,
Maximin, Ro Bob , James, George chk

y Jesse, Ned
y @ &

89. Loggsiana Courier, May 31, 180 3,c 6

ay 28,1831, p. 3, ¢
6.

rleans Bee, May 31, p. 2
uisiana Courier, May, 31, p! and Mercantile Adverti ay 31, 1831,
Y/

. i$i jer, 831,
. Ibid., June 3, 18
96. Ibid., June 6, 1831, p.'$, c. epresented a for-s @—owner offer rather
an an auction at Hewlett’s Exc
97. Ibid., May 20, 1831, p. 4, c. 6.

98. New Orleans Bee, May 13,1831, p. 1, c. 2.
99. Ibid., June 6, 1831, p. 2, c. 6 and Merfantzleﬂdwrtz@le 1, 1831, p. 3, c. 6.

&

st”). “Almost all slaves are creoles. lainx
th the exceptio ellony], good n 5. . \
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Sam, William Chi
per, John, Rapha
Daniel, Valenti

enry, Gros Joh , Baptiste, Pros-
, John Trot, Vict illiam Johnson,
eter Hall, Pierre , Prudent, Gautier,

, Helene, Rose, Aizeln, Michel, Jean Bap-
y, Henriette, Caroliw,]osephine, Georgette,

rancoise, Old S , and Ester. Mﬁere

an)
8: Charles and ¢ t 10 m
ervants and field h A
Julien, Tom, Fi ell§
inery”), Pierre, regos
. “All of the ab MCS are
193 Tune 11 H@4 ]um#A
years, sickly us.” 10
ere

a
re than 170 peo even per day, és a we@
d at Hewlett’s Exchange duririf'the span of Lincoti@Visit. Qs were
1

#vend jvately in nearby mercial offices. Bggkers Doy. rown,
Y/ for le, offered (along land and lotter&ts hr

\ t men and N
twdggldren for sale fro ir Conti Street of! tew away, P. F. m

ge’s firm retailed @Cenager, while ]aWaul o ank of the

¢ d States offered #man and two wom g wi hmture, horses,

\ a riding harness es who failed te- subate venues usu-

° y ended up on th lic auction block at¥ewlet
IS O For every si ue auction adversisementgathat ran in local news-
O ~ papers, one ru -slave notice a &d—a ppeared, day af

b ¢ day, for weeks! ile auction ads €)~ed sla\g ysical strengths

N capabilities, way notices emphasized thejgaitegularities and a

r

malities. Irrita®d masters yoked gher armical and behavigral de-
scriptionsgg unexpected, ofte% jargi d consistently d%an-

izing wa hat results is a 1 of de tion, a parlance ejects
black Wcrship in humanit termgf fleformity, disabij iness,
/

ew Orleans Bee, May,
ouisiana Courier, ﬂ

. Ibid., June 7, 1831, p. 3;¢. 7.
3. New Orleans Be 6, 183 L2,
104. Louisiana Courier, Juite 9, 34C.7.

105. Ibid., May 20, 1831, p. 4, ¢
106. “For Sale—A black girl,” Mercantile Advertiser, May 1, p. 3, c. 3; “Negroes

for Sale,” Mercantile Advertiser, May 14, 1831, p. 3, ¢. 1; s, Furniture, Horses &
Gig,” ibid., May 23, 1831, p. 3, c. 5.
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9

misogyny) while p@xic | raying the writerd@gbservations to the

contrary (acknow, ng s ntelligence, attraeness, even beauty).
One woman, fo ple, escribed as
an n [bl] nch, called GRACIQGRACEY. ...

She gle-ey A, Mas a scar behind hegnelk, another on her
le &nd a ity of the thumb # . She is very intel-
L2ch and m ably pass herself 6 free. ...’
ing to her master, a 4 1\0

(¢0)
”108

Wi R
e ..
i latto, rather a d t appearance [
in Qs “good lookin

upper._front teeth . . "™ Thurifigton “talks a grea

#little. elestine, who ra y from a Chartre i ~
'\ only, ears of age.”'" ]w;se, who was co ed b
bealWy sambo complexidfifj measured only © ix i “ m
a e-adolescent.!* Th&¥naster seeking “Bj illi i i
¢ ay in terms thatthinted at the sexualigs
\ tiful eye-brows ] wore a fine ¢ ﬁnd cottonmade
o aantaloons. LSS %ers of the Planters c¥Merc Hotel described m
heir twenty-one -old slave-waiter Mlesley asfig light mulatto . . . ver

? /
O Q~ handsome . . . el in his app ré (add ith audacious

b iveté, that the ®§pguided youth “ 1~ared thout any cause or
y
r

son whateveq Dick, on the other hand, othing more tha
black™"” Car m,” “absconded . ., and is
lurking aw town. .. .18 Rea\ ere @o keep an eye out &ther

e had “an ugly f; spoke

ouisiana Courier, Ma;
ercantile Advertisth, , ,p-

. Louisiana Courier, May_¥3, 1831/ 4, c. 7.
3. New Orleans Beﬁ& 183 . 3.
114. Louisiana Courier, 30,1 & c. 5. m
115. New Orleans Bee, May 13, QL c. 3.
116. Mercantile Advertiser, June 6, 1831, p. 3, c. 4. q
oy

117. Louisiana Courier, May 12, 1831, p. 4, ¢. 7
118. Ibid., June 10, 1831, p. 3, c. 3.
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runaways “high ch@one . .@g nose . . . scar e$eright breast. . .

two smallest toe ch n the rest . . . flat
ed up

nose, and a little ook . . . black, thick

lips . . . very bl ompl T
Other Mays Wi roken shackles. Frank

had “a smaliighain ro a padlock” Je%ad

an iron nd tragic case involv n,
Who es

ound sixty years John

ery appearance
assage, the old
aks French and

tors of his estate d
i d life in peace hn
auctioned in A y U.S. Marsha r S.

ossian suspected the elderly &¥sabled runaway ut the

uppe ourgs.”?! A mor ressed life ca dly be i d but
they t abounded. Du 1ncoln s visit, w. ew O ians were

als d to look out for lsy, Chloe, Sa Beau s, Nelson,

'S

Sally, Celestlne, e, Surprise, Elli phie, son, Melin-
¢ en, Mary, Georg#, Dick, Nathan, mith, yann, Henry
\ # Benjamin, Nar Caroline, and g
° Evidence of th modification of n1ty ded beyond auc-
IS 10n and runaw: ces. Some ads o marketplace the ver
O ~ breast milk of g black women urlsh infants for the
b ¢ nancial benefi hite masters or" esses e hired,” stated
. such ad duri incoln’s v1s1t
' A A nurse, a black young h11 t 15 days old; she
i sound, and has a 1lk. Apply. Bourb
Q no. 276.712
Ano Qet nurse for hir, desf* as a “ mulatto ban very
healﬁ very handy 1thf 712 Similar &ran on the

and June 10, 1831,

& These descriptions are culled frofLouisiana Courier, May S(QI, p.-3,c.5and
ercantile Advertiser, | 831, p
120. Mercantile Advertiser, ay 1 14ind afterwards, p

"4,c.5.
121. Ibid., May 25, 1831, p. 3, c. 1 (emphas1s added). q
122. New Orleans Bee, May 13, 1831, p. 2, c. 4. m

123. Ibid., May 20, 1831, p. 2, c. 5.

ewhat swelled f; avi
g worn down by VA \\

as “a native of AMica, has
sh. ... John’ died
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174 i
demand side: # m s

Wet nurs ted: g woman with an east of milk

is wantm’nmedmmto nurse a young C@Apply at 119,
\ , corne t. Louis street.!?*
& # ,
' 9
The ete@\reat o ence in maintainiffglhe institution of sy oc—
casionally Thet wi istance. One day, e Lincoln explore e c1
sold tw boys to a local er. The youths 1sh

and days later, escap ether. A neighb ped

boy, ed Elisha, and g d him while the er pur
i bbed the neigh leve

cour t

Police arreste

presided in the ¢
IS, and A. P1ch

defe “jury of six freehglders” needed only a short deli ~°
fore ning a verdict o%]fy; and sentenc . our days
lat lisha was broug re the gallows, i he Parish m

in the Faubourg '];bé. Word spread;
oon. Among the S
ith Elisha, w
ed to arrive at t m

e friend “fell i
lent spasms.” T

een recaptured

t nevertheless trap door sent

lisha to his de
thereafter “died i

nt sudden nvulsions” and shortly
l#spapﬁnowledged that t
ety’s %ﬂ rung “almost be

simultaneous ise of two friends
the stamp of nce,” but gulded readers aw: such sentimen
“This occurr would seem ver ular,” hﬂcated the Bee,

ot its causes to be source than that o
athy in the fate of

n s1ck for a few w

A@er newspaper

e story as an opportunity Q’otest “these
ches imported into ogf state

anton men . . . who séek and ransack

124. Louisiana Courier, May 12, 183; p-4,¢c7. q

125. New Orleans Bee, May 31, 1831, p. 2, c. 1. m

126. Ibid., June 7, 1831, p. 2, c. 1.
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btle clues abo
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for the vilest of sla@d e@ce them among

175

her to run away
, and guaranteeing
tense framework of

to be repurchase no em capable of m
them against vi "The ent encapsulate
greed, exploit oppr , and violence t red masters, traders,
and slaves t i % rleans society. s
Did L he incident? T dict
the new;

was annou in
1 and the executiGigpccurred on June ile

Lincol still in the city. ¢ executions in t a oc- m
curred occasional he rural West, ere a fairly com ent\
vice- n Ne

thei

spgapacle. A atman visiting

gﬁahst with un
ha, but Elijah.!¥

eda

spelled the slave’s name not as

H , Watchmg, and @ ing about daily
1 ring of 1831 woul ave informed a vi
er talk-of-the-to toplc Conversati
and Commerc ts would have
mt Hewlett’s Exchange, wher

LOTS. . signaled a veritablc®eal es
déclassé Cre nd-immigrant ﬁorhoo

ns. Rural riverdiefVisiting the city,

n of a much
xhibit at Gi-

al hints. More
etween the auc-

3
A
eans in the sm
v

e biddings for “1
.. 19 VALUAB
boom in an othe

ueling the chattea

ion technology, goming

the speculation was an exciti trans
out of E d via the North ‘&n e# successfully for Tlgfirst

time we he Appalachian t her
Marig was the railroad

ew Orleans’ owr@bourg

for this revoluti dev: nt commenced @th after
Lin first visit to N rlea n, on July 28, 1& friends of
< N

Slave Elijah,” ibid. June Y 183

128. Asbury C. Jacquess, “The s of the Davy Cro
ber 20th, 1834,” IndmnaMagazmeof 1story 102, no. 1 (Ma

129. New Orleans Bee, June 7, 1831, p. 2, c. 1.

130. Ibid., May 13 and 14, 1831, p. 2, c. 6; May 26, 18

4‘

Q!!7 “Trial of Slave rcan ertiser, May 31, 183

2 c. 4; “Execution

ommencing Decem-

06): 20-21.
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9

internal improvemQ me wlett’s Exchang resolved to re-
search “the consgffigion AIL ROAD, frgifythe Mississippi to
Lake Pontchart BLA the attendees w; altimorian named
Maurice W. an, a usiastic protégé Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad w! ght to ch similar projects ip new markets. The next

three years g the cha
the pur
tion of d, a
mile track from g

On

ng of the enterpri e surveying of thgmaute,
, the hiring (and D8ging) of labor, the ra-
construction o straight-as-an-a five- m
ont to lakeshor ay’s Elysian Fi% enu\

t as Lincoln lefi ois on his secon to

-drawn Pontch Railroad mad mnaug
-like cars beari te and local dj es,ab

ckholders

@ in the most imp anner to the o
anlist a large concourm admiring specta

cach side of the road, and reached the lake by happy coi

¢ ce at the mome Mobile steamboat@grrived f¢

'\ ‘ irst time at Port P artrain with the ~The

passengers were i diately forwarded city

reached the head ofthe road in half an 2

\ cient transportat&to the lake m b s opportunities s
o th the resource—r@l: lorida parishes’ 11 as ssenger-rich cit- m

s of Biloxi, M&Wjke, Pensacola, and pgnts easty T'he tiny rail depot on

O :'~ the lake won de tion as Port Pon rain, ticial port-of-en

b into the Unite tes. “That the syw of Raj
y
r

onstrated to g}ublic, will be of exceeding
community, i
§ the inaugygation, while Linco
Q Inde&e project proved

ds now clearly d
tage to the merc

yond a doubt,” p med

a real e boom at the rai s rivfrsifle and lakeside
ery a sement boasted gf'i e land’s proximity
wit ses like “frontin

“U T] DISTANC
& .. on the east s he Rail .
4131. “Rail Road,” Louisia! Cougi y’/, 1828, p. 3, ¢. 3; ,1828,p.3,c. 1.
132. Louisiana Advertiser, “Ope the Rail Road.” Apzj 831, p.2,c. 4.

133. “Rail Road,” Mercantile Advertiser, May 20, 1831, p. 4
134. New Orleans Bee, May 13, 1831, p. 2, c. 6; ibid.,
May 19, 1831, p. 2, c. 6.

, 1831, p. 2, c. 6; ibid.,

&
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quence, in terms o@n dev ent, was the subﬁn of lots along
the Lake Pontchmin s i landowner Alex-
ander Milne, th divisio s’ first effort to de-
velop this tida fluen:

to completi well century. Milne’s adyertisement extolled the
area’s ameni

[}
=
<
o
=
Z
a
=
o
iy
¢}
w
@
—
=]
o
-+
=
=
o
c
o]
=
-+
o
[¢]
o

f it,
ca)
many and great a ges, as the whole of

m pos
T the lakes with a art of the coastipg
center there . . . Iso] a watering j
a 135

nd recreation. . . .

pS # Miln@ lots sold well, ing $259,247 at May ion at ~
~ Heglett’s (at which thre, es were sold as BEA side hotel m
o in Milneburg ri schedule, eage e day-trip- S

> (late ome a port of en a law of the Uni m
E States, un denomination o ontchartrain,) th .\

accom
¢ nd passengers ingransit: w &
\ é To the Visit the Lake: [The artr@tel, will
o o be opene ownday the 29% [of Mayyand vis will find
V' every spe refection and refr ents, faall hours of the
~ day and g. .. 0

b Land pa n the Faubourg Marigny a he railroad SOldQ
> better, due t ir proximity to t ban ¢ d the fact that “[t]I{Cse
' A lots are among the most eleva at he city.”'%#

Behi e local real esta m international fev ong

Q the busj class for railroa ilroadei roads. The Be, ay 17
O A S
ew Orleans Bee, May, 31, p% hat Milne failed tion was that
hi ay practically at se upremely vulnerable to gulf storm y twelve weeks
\this ad ran and ten weeks dfter Lifgln departed, a hurricane s New Orleans,
ausing great damage ﬂips in iterally carr[ying] ” the new lakefront
ructures, and damaging mdny of t iacont “Rail-Road estal ents.” New Orleans
ee, August 18, 1831, p. 2, c. 1-2.
136. New Orleans Bee, May 21, 1831, p. 2, c. 1. q

137. Ibid., May 26, 1831, p. 2, c. 3.
138. Ibid., May 14, 1831, p. 2, c. 6.

\m@
Q
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published rallroad Orleans, Mobile, ngland.* The
next day, a Balt esman lauded t eriority of horse-
drawn trains ov g eam locomotives e same column ran
this story:
[A] j to make a rail-wai #oss the isthmus
(e and g over it vessels @e heaviest burden

@ he Me nean to the Red

Thus the rail-w
a— or annot yet bring ourse look at it in any ob m

er lngt—z sing itself all over orld, and seems lik
rmd /] have cured itsel] e sudden and zrrep \

xplosz

”indeed: the sa spaper containe road— d

s in , French, and— y—Spanish, in the ol-

y wa uced as “Cami Corredera lla ] o-
busme men caught the m as well. On M ers of
the rleans Locomotigg Steam Engine Company met i Globe
Coff ouse on Chartre#et “Punctual at nce is ired,” or-
der e president, ness of importan to be efore the

g1 A block awa e previously memed Congit Street brokers

¢ Brown (who @lso traded slaves) or sal eautiful little
\ omotive Carria Railroad, sui re ighon . . . the pur-
o aser will be instr gratis how to pu ope 142
e By this time] preneur Maurice Hoffmagawas off evangelizing on
O ~ railroads in the n country near ville§issippi. Leaders
ou Sara by a railrg

@ that area, whic%s slated to be coff: d Wit& ilroad
chartered by ouisiana Legislature just onths earlier, eafter)

sought advic the new infras e Woodville Republican
A Hoffman geleased his trade se
ed to kn bring railroads t

3

potential investogineed-

I regl om the purcha31 edar
logs fo and iron for rails radi soil and layln ack.*
The ediigls of the Louisian rier d the piece and in their

ive days earlier 1 ar article

ans paper on M , M

. Ibid., May 17, 1831, p. 27 c. 2. °
0 Ibid., May 18, ,e. 1 is added).
141 “Notice,” Mercantile dfuerts 1,1831, p. 3,c. 2. m
142. “For Sale,” ibid., May 30 ,c. 3.
143. Exhibit, “West Feliciana Rallroad,” Ferdinand Stre@ Francisville, Louisi-

ana.
144. Louisiana Courier, May 30, 1831, p. 3, c. 1-2. m

&
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ran in the Mercanti verti'se@vhich a South C na railroad com-

pany detailed all wperl nd expenditures.
That all thj ivity i

interesting his 1 pos
ride the rai while i
light of Linggln’s intel

of Wes anspor
special New,
dence for his inquj

vario urces, i
ho coln

incoln’s visit raises
ut, witness, visit, or

n? If so, did the experience inspire him? In
curiosity, mechzﬁ;kills, and appregiation
needs, it seems ly plausible that ﬁok
ans’ spring 1831 ith “rail-way m Evi-

mind regarding ings mechanical s fr(\

ng an 1850s traVelig companion wh fdfolle

NP2
m som ing implement, e or tool, and . . fully
e m: all over, first ge and then criticall would ¢
e 1Y it to determine if c
a practical test of ij}faf ' would do that; h d turn
L
Y

over or around and stoop down . . . to look undert. . o
Quld shake it, lift i it about, up-end E overset i ~
us ascertain every ity and utility whi ered i o
‘ far as acute and p investigation coul 146 @ m
¢ ms we shall see, ogly ten months afte Mip, ra@s would fig- s
into Lincoln’s ﬁr&n for public off lat to professional
minence as a rai lawyer, and cam ation ntion in part for m

is advocacy of 1on’s railway syst ill contemplate the in-
i ing career later;
Pontchartrain R
road (departiygfrom its easy-to-find Elysian s Avenue statio

v two blocks b the already-fa ket) formed sometiing
r .‘\

fluence of the rleans visit on
now, we can s ith confidence t

of a must-gee attraction for visi m rode it out to gake.
Likewise@ well-advertised, comotive exhibi irod
and C erce streets, just s fropf"tlle flatboat wha m have
garn&@e attention of nﬂ ever culating in that%

¢ £ & ¢

Q’i “Annual Repor\vlail—R ercantile AdvertiserMay 25, 1831, p. 2, c.
5.
146. Henry C. Whitney, Life o@imm’t with Lincoln ( : Estes and Lauriat,

1892), 109.
147. Legal issues involving landowners versus railroads red at least once in the
local press during May 1831. New Orleans Bee, May 16, 1 .2,c. 1.

&



eturn trip thus c
\ . June or early e esti
o wg New Orleans s ime between June dJu
O

180 Lincoln in New Orleans
We can estimate w. i is visi eans by working
off his return ti inois vi s. James Short, for
example, recalle uture friend Abra-
ham for the fi “i Salem.”*8 Another
village incoln in June 1831.7*#
Lincoln hi i ew Salem durin 150
County indi ived a retailing liﬁ, on
July 8, d him to open a and hire Lincoln rk.1!

may surmise t incoln, Offutt, a

returpedhto Ne in late June or July.

en the ew Orleans, t ay be hindcast ass
th e 90- t0W§0-mile-per-day s oat travel spee mate
e trip up the lo 551551

t 28 rewrlp over the 1,58
r pi, and the IllinofS§iver to Beardstow: 1s a
teen nteen days of tr ecause a chanats
been required at least at St. Lou%®, we extend this span
days came the 138-ri 1le trip up the w, n, im-
pass y steamboats ar&‘re‘ly navigable glboats coln and
y may well haveQersed the much-

n Beardstown an ew Salem on fo quiri ut three to
imately three
incoln depart-

. The Mercantile

around ten upco stea
me were destmﬁ Sou ‘@‘

eastward to Oh1 er citi

have taken tlgn partway home. It Would en more logical,
ever, for the choose a stea headl the upper Mississippi,
closer to r central Illinoi rowed the optiodadown
to the fe@amboats destin S They included alter
Scott ( ting June 4-6), t orth Awnefica (June 13) a regon
(]un incoln’s last vi NeV\' ans, from the ste at deck,
ve been a specta ssels docked at t ee, “more

: O
. Short to Herndon, ]u ; 1865, U@Herndon’s Informants 72.

9 Interview, Roy by Wi H. Herndon, Oct 1866, in Herndon’s

rmam‘s, 370.

150. Lincoln, Autoblography, 60, in Collected Wor. .
151. Sangamon County Commissioners’ Record C, 256, d in The Lincoln Log:
A Daily Chronology of the Life of Abraham Lincoln, entry fo 8, 1831 — July 8, 1831.
Available http://www.thelincolnlog.org/view/1831/4, visit ruary 26, 2009.
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. . . than there has @ .. at @ormer period.”ms

John Hanks, e te#y for events occug after April 25-26
must be handle cious ause Lincoln sta anks was not pres-
ent to observe , Nev less managed to ide details about the

return trip. ware Wi eporting here becausthey may contain some
kernels of % ohnson [sic]|—A myself left NO w‘ne

1831 IQ aime@
ame Louis on the Ste t together walked¢ m
Edwardsvi [miles] N.E. of uis—Abe, Johns \
siyselgfzglhen] Abe & Joh ent to Coles Co. \
: <

53

is return-from-Ifg Orleans narratimund
; agd many subsequentSi§pgraphers and hi
ount Herndon’s. We ot verify Hankgistol¥y, but

confidently that the month of Jifle began with Linc8
and e with him in or a ching New Sale
ave some second ccounts of Lincol

entfilpthe alternate Verg of the previousl dent with m

illiam D. Fergusd®¥in Arkansas. Re
owner of a planfition across the ri
e employed Lin o chop wood, the tall youth

Qell enough to reu ith him during his and presidential
s e

ars. That pri ersion, reported jgul861, ed Lincoln on a flat-
~ boat and thus i d that the ernpl ent oc on the downri
¢ leg of the jour The alternate Verh descri 1n an 1873 histo

Memphis, h hat it occurred on the retur as Lincoln’s stea
stopped at panocha “to WO# Ferg
embarkiwielp load the WON sk

s landing. Lincgln dis-
Q flatboat o defray the cos
tion wi

4
o/, .
n

y performed by r ing
. He struck up aﬂversa—

erguson and reveat@’that been robbed d and
ess. Ferguson ﬁied @ oying Lincoln @ew days
ewood and alloggt® hi y at his house uyfttil he earned

money to boasd er n ound steamer.”* e this 1873

!!2. Mercantile Advvme 3—*, 1831, p. 2, c. 1; 2lhe Shipping,” ibid.,
ne 13, 1831, p. 2, c. 4. Miny Swt id not depart at fffic times, but rather
Wi

en they were fully loaded.

153. Interview, John Hanks, by
mants, 458.

154. James D. Davis, The History of the City of Memphis @phis, TN: Hite, Crump-
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182 Lincoln in New Orleans

version fails to ide@ ap 'n@source, it succeedi@gn explaining how

Ferguson might d Lincoln so m ears later because
it situates Linco houseguest, durj hich time the two
might have be ainted. If true, tfisBcenario would add a
time to New Saler§ add a second criminal

tew days toﬂ ’

attack to Ligisoln n experience (th in Louisiana i 8),
and posj i i
This re

the remainder of
ample reference t

attac

tory ois’ early years.
oss contends that

stead of paying § a passage and s ing hi

rinking, smokin laying cards as t er you
did, [Lincoln] we he captain and as im ifh
another hand on the boat. The captai i

his passage fr d made a nice lit of
When he go . Louis he found i
had just left hat there would not

Ol'ar

several e left his baggagegmith his fggrtner and went
across t ntry to Coles cou visit hi nts, but did ¢
not sta g, as he was anxi eturn ew Salem and
turn Othe money to the man who ipped the pro-
duce. #
This aneg, incompatible wme Fe# story, suggests—comrary
ces—that Dent futt r ed in Illinois, le Lin-

to othe
coln to@el to New Orlea only artner. Ross al neously
statemt Lincoln was twe ne ime.

to elly, 1873), 1761 March 18,1861, p. 4. Louis A. \gn heard a third
\non of this story from an ¥nformaiin 1939, who held that thé®¥crguson employ-
ent occurred on the 1yrn trip ted for weeks. Wargen could not verify that
rsion. Warren, Lincoln’s Youth: Indi ebors, Seven to Twent 1816—1830 (India-
polis: Indiana Historical Societ@ll%% reprinted 2002) , endnote #53.
155. Harvey Lee Ross, The Early Pioneers and Pioneer of the State of Illinois:

Including Personal Recollections of the Writer; of Abraham Lin ndrew Jackson, and Peter
Cartwright . . . (Chicago: Eastman Brothers, 1899), 110
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One final stor trip, traced to Lifgln himself, ranks
as the most plau ork Daily Tribungporting the candi-

or the upcomin presidential elec-
up the river [froan Orleans], Mr. Lin-
e Hon. Jesse R. Du Bois, the present State
idate on the Repgan ticket for re-elgction,
the duties of deCiignd.”**® Despite som

who w ac-

tual er the article and afllack of substantiati rces, m
this information credible. Jesse Milgore Dubois, a de ent\
Fren ttled in Vincerfié

tw;

on the same N rleans steamboat ~
monstrates that oln estabhshed socia 1onsh1ps m

his New Orleanﬂ)s One problem Lm nce wrote

ws ‘acquaintance f1 egan with [ Du@ in 18 uring their

¢ egislature terms@®® This does not n y rul an initial in-
~ @ucﬂon in 1831 é Q

Lincoln would the tiny village or"iew S site of the mill

o IS Qam incident, hi e for the next six Effggtive immediately upon
O returning from Orleans, he per ly m away from his fa
b @ ily and comm living on his o ncol ring 1831-32 cle
for Offutt, s in the Black Hawk War, n (unsuccessfull
’. : state legislatu®® He also contin aptaln atboats, guiding cargo
to St. Loydg at least twice in bably to numerdig, local
Q destina’ciwg9 Also during t w Sa ars Lincoln sur new

towns,”led law, and won in thi{sfite leglslature, oving
'

nincoln’s Early Dazs@ York ribune (New York Her, ibune), July 9,
1 . 6.
. Jesse K. Dubois, interv 1th m H. Herndon (written' n December 1,

883, but carried out y er, Du v1ng died in 1876), in.Herndon's Informants,
19; Helen L. Allen, “A' S s Family, Pioneer diana and Illinois,”
urnal of the Illinois Historical Sotz .1 (April 1912): 61

158. Abraham Lincoln, undated letter of recommendati ]esse K. Dubois, Co/-

lected Works, 8:422.
159. “Garrison’s Prediction,” Omaha World Herald, Sep@f 30, 1899, p. 4.
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